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NCW and FAO--International Links ina Chain of Peace. = 
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Why A National Coin Week? 


Why set aside seven days each year to 
‘publicize a hobby that is not a. major 
factor in the nation’s economy, offers 
little in the way of solutions to searing 
gocial problems, and garners no cash con- 
tributions. for worthy charities during 
its week in. the national limelight? For 
anyone but a coin collector, it is difficult 
to justify such an observance, since the 
aiivertised benefits of participation seem, 
at best, nebulous and of no material 
worth. 3 


National Pickle Week is different; 


there’s an observance with a cause. Gour- 
mets of the gherkin see nothing comic in 
a campaign designed to sing the praises 
of their favorite fruit. And anyone with 
the audacity to knock National Tavern 


‘Month ‘had best mind his. manners, lest | 


the wrath of lager lovers.and liquor lob- 
fies fall upon him. Nobody questions the 
“why” of either of these perennial road 
shows, even though the products and 
pleasures they plug are familiar parts of 
ieveryday life, and need no special weeks 


jor months to encourage public acceptance. | 


Such special observances (and dozens of 
lothers) are, admittedly, commercial in 


nature, designed to corner a greater por-— 


Hion of the buyer market and to gain 
‘wider consumer acceptance for 
\place or thing. 


‘Neither does the confirmed numismatie 


pollo need a special week to sell him on 


he pleasures of his hobby. The paper or 
metal objects of his affection are sources 


‘of pride and joy for 365 days out of every . 


year. His is no puppy love, to be turned on 
y special proclamation, only to fade at 
tthe stroke of midnight on April 26. 


His interests in National Coin Week are 


less selfish, and his reasons for actively 
participating are the same reasons that 
it to national prominence. It is a desire 
to inform and instruct, true. But, mostly, 
it is the wish to share with others the 
pleasures he has discovered in the world 


of coins, paper money, tokens, medals and 


related objects. 


_ Except for display at a few club meet- 
ings or local] shows, his treasures repose in 
his home or bank vault—treasures: none- 


theless, but as incapable of evoking admir- 
ation in others as the long lost treasures | 


_of fact and fable. The most fabulous gems 


a person,._ 


inspired National Coin Week and brought. 


in history would remain worthless if they 


had also remained undiscovered. 


But National Coin Week provides the 
stage for a whole new show, plus the 


added inducement of a brand new and— 


most important — uninitiated audience. 
Through the media of displays, programs, 
newspapers, radio and other aids, it gives 
clubs and individual collectors the chance 
to pass along to others what they have 
learned during years of study, research 
and — sometimes — considerable expense. 
Most of all, it furnishes them with an idéal 
opportunity to strengthen and improve 
the hobby by converting others to an avo- 
cation which they themselves have found 
so rewarding. An incidental benefit, of 
course, is the little lift to the ego that 
comes from imparting knowledge to oth- 


_ ers, a pardonable and human trait, espe- 


cially when it is a side-effect of so weeny, 
a venture. 


‘National Coin Week 1969 is upon us, 


and the theme, “Coins—Links in a Chain 
of Peace,” gives this year’s observance 


added significance. Tied to and comple- 
menting the United: Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organization’s program to: 
encourage world coin issues bearing food 


designs, the activities during the special 


week gain an international flavor and 


give participants added scope—in theme, 


if not in fact. 7 | 
Numismatic News urges all hobbyists to 


participate in observing National Coin 


Week this year. For those who haven’t 
already dorie so, it’s too late to plan any 
ambitious projects, but there are other 
ways. If possible, attend a coin show or 


other numismatic affair, or talk to a group 


of kids, or just see that some mention of 
the ce is carried in the local 
paper. 

‘If no other opportunities present them- 


selves, just talk up coins and the hobby 


to an acquaintance. Who knows? Maybe 
by the time National Coin Week 1970 
rolls around, there’ll be two of you to 


carry the ball in your neighborhood. 
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April 23, 1969 


Mr. Chester Krause, publisher 

Krause Publications 

Iola, Wisconsin 54945 

Dear Chet: 

Thhnks for the nice editorial on National Coin Week in the April 22 issue. 
This will be copied and placed in our archives, and I hope to reprint it, 
in its entirety, in next year's lead news release kicking off National Coin 


Week 1970. 


Would it be possible to obtain the original drawhng of the editorial cartoon 
that also appeared on page 4. I'd like to frame this for my office. 


See you in June at NOW in Madison. 


Sincerely, 


EDWARD C. ROCHETTE 
Editor 


